Introduction
In the 1980s and 1990s the funding of (West) German political parties has attracted considerable public and scholarly attention.
1 To some extent, this is a result of the nature of the topic and a number of highly publicized scandals including allegations of serious corruption. As Peter Lösche puts it, '[p] 9 Given their crucial role in the political process, the nature of party funding has a considerable impact on the legitimacy of the political process itself, the character of party competition and party systems, and the equality of access to the political decision-making process. Not least, it has an impact on
